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KEN BURNS SEX SONGS
SFX: Ragtime piano nusic.

ANNOUNCER
It was the roaring twenties. The
hei ght of imorality and decadence
in the early 20th century. It was
the age of Jazz, flappers, bathtub
gin and | oose norals. And if anyone
coul d be chosen as spokesnen for
the era of "anything goes", it was
t he bawdy songwiting team of Jacob
Lowery and Hiram Lowel . Wth such
popul ar hits as Twinkle Titties,
Squat Butt Mama, Slippery
Slide and Big Gulp denda, the
team of Lowery & Lowel| defined
America’ s first sexual revol ution

LOVERY
(as an old nman.)
Well | was working as an assi stant

whal ebone bender at Savetski’'s
Corset Factory over on south 43rd
street. | had a knack for
songwiting, always had a tune in
nmy head...but | needed sone |lyrics.
That’s when | nmet H ram

LOWELL

(also as an old man.)
| had just started in | aces and
gromets at Savetski’s. | had
witten naughty poetry for a few
years, there once was a gal from
Nant ucket, that sort of thing, but
| couldn’t find a publisher.

ANNOUNCER
Then, one day, on a |lunch break at
the factory, the two nen shared a
tabl e and tal ked over their fried
pi ckl e and knockwur st sandw ches.
One thing led to another, and the
idea for their first song was born.
Borrow ng noney fromrel atives and
scrapi ng together their neager
savings fromselling their hair and
donati ng bl ood, they managed to
make their first wax Victrol a
recording at a small, basenent
studio in Queens.



SFX: Ragtinme sex song.

A white-faced, costuned RAGII ME SI NGER appears on a
vaudevill e stage. He sings to canera.

RAGTI ME SI NGER

(singing)
Well her name is Doris

She snells |ike Lavoris

But she’s got one hunongous
clitoris

Doris with huge clitoris
The nost popul ar gal around
Wien she goes strollin

O duck pin bowin, her clit hangs
down to the ground.

Doris with the enornous clitoris
The nost popul ar gal around.

Oh yeah. .

ANNOUNCER

The song was an enornous hit. Doris
And Her Citoris was sung, hummed
and whi stled by every man, wonan
and child from Syracuse to San
Franci sco. The public denmanded
nore, and a thrifty businessman and
i nvestor was right there to help.

LOVNERY
We were approached by a M. Edw n
Finelli, who said he wanted to

invest in our songwiting careers.

LONELL
Since we were so poor we were ready
to pan-fry our own fecal matter for
di nner, we said yes.

ANNOUNCER
Edwin Finelli was the
sel f-procl aned Creasote King of the
East ern Seaboard. Recognizing their
talent for popul ar, bawdy, naughty
songs, Finelli bankrolled the duo.

( MORE)



_ ANNOUNCER _
Their next song was an even bi gger
success.

SFX: Ragtime sex song.

RAGTI ME SI NGER

(singing.)
Wel |l you better inspect him

And don’t deflect him

He |ikes to stick big, strange
things in his rectum

Myron with the well-oiled rectum
The nost popul ar guy around.

Shoes and bottl es and shovel s and
pastries

They all go right up his nmound

Myron with the well-oiled rectum
The nost popul ar guy around.

Oh yeah. .

ANNOUNCER
The song turned theminto
superstars overni ght. They toured
the national circuit; playing
burl esque halls, opera houses and
world s fairs. An early talkie
newsreel was even filnmed and shown
in theatres worl dw de.

SFX: Scrat chy soundtrack noi se.

A black & white, scratchy film of people fromthe Twenties
bei ng interviewed on the street.

MAN #1
Speaki ng as a devout
sado- masochi st, | think Lowery &

Lowel | are the bees knees. It’s
i ke a dream cone true. Sonebody
punch ne!

WOVAN #1
The songs of Lowery & Lowell neke
me want to pull ny petticoats clear
up over my ankles. My nether hole
is nore lubricated than ever



SEX:

Ragt i

MAN #2
| can say, w thout fear of
contradiction, that the songs of
Lowery & Lowel| have given ny
testis abundantly nore ejacul ant.

ANNOUNCER
The nmen were riding a crest of fane
t hat never seened to end. And the
hits kept on com ng.

nme sex song.

RAGTI ME SI NGER

(singing.)
VWl |l have you seen Venus

Wth the hook-shaped penis
She defies all species and genus

Venus with the hooked shaped penis
The nost popul ar gal around

When she goes sw mm n’

Wth all the other wormen Her dick
gets hard and unwound

Venus with the hooked-shaped penis
The nost popul ar gal around

Oh yeah. .

ANNOUNCER
The popul ar song witers were even
invited to the Wite House.

LOVERY
Well, it was well known that
Wodrow W I son had a hook-shaped
phal lus hinmself. So he identified.

LOWNELL
He even invited us into the Lincoln
Bedroomto show it to us.

LOVERY
As big as a toddler’s armwith a
shepherd’ s hook at the end.



SFX: Ragt i

LOVNELL
Tasted |i ke pickled herring and
chl ori ne.

ANNOUNCER
But just as it seenmed the success
of Lowery & Lowell would never end,
their wave of fane and fortune
crashed on rocky shores.

LOVERY
VWl | everybody, it seened, junped
on the bawdy song bandwagon. You
had Hey Nonny Nonny and M nnie the
Moocher. The market was
over - sat ur at ed.

LONELL
W altered our style a little to
stand out. W wote nore romantic
tunes like; Let’s Try Three Fingers
Sweet heart, Both Sets O Lips...

LONERY
...You ' re Just As Beauti ful
Upsi de- Down.

LOVELL
W even tried witing for the nore
sel ective sexual markets.
nme sex song.
RAGTI ME SI NGER
(singing.)
Wel | when you neet Heat her
Better keep it together

She’s quite fond of whips and
| eat her

Heat her with her whips and | eat her
The nost dangerous gal around

When she get’s spankin’
Your dick you' Il be yankin

And the jizz shoots out by the
pound.

Heat her with her whips and | eat her
The nost popul ar gal around



THE END

Oh yeah. .

ANNOUNCER
But it was no use. The six and a
hal f weeks of fanme and success for
Lowery & Lowell came to a
screeching halt. And al though ot her
acts that followed |ike Uncle
Reanmer, The Reach- Around Brothers
and Nasty Natalie And Her Cockat oos
get nore notoriety in the history
books, they owe it all to the
ori ginators of bawdy songs and
backroom bal | ads; the | egendary
songwiting teamof Lowery &
Lowel I .



